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The Control Room of Stanley Prison, which is the largest prison in Hong Kong and
accommodated about 1 800 inmates in end-2000
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The Correctional Services Department (CSD)
operates in accordance with the provisions of the
Prisons Ordinance (Cap. 234), Training Centres
Ordinance (Cap. 280), Drug Addiction Treatment
Centres Ordinance (Cap. 244) and the Detention
Centres Ordinance (Cap. 239). It isresponsible for
the safe and humane custody of persons committed
by the courtsto prison, and the detention of persons
committed for criminal proceedings and those
committed to the Correctiona Services Department
Psychiatric Centre as ordered by the courts under the
Mental Health Ordinance (Cap. 136). In addition to
theseresponsibilities provided by law, the Department
administers awide range of servicesinitsinstitutions
aimed at the rehabilitation of prisoners and inmates.
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In the year 2000, penal population remained
high and averaged 8% over the certified
accommodation. Notwithstanding continuing
overcrowding in penal ingtitutions and tight manpower
resources, al programmes of the Department were
efficiently and effectively implemented.

At present, the Department manages 24 penal
institutions consisting of 14 prisons, two training
centres, two drug addiction treatment centres, one
detention centre, one psychiatric centre and four
institutions with multiple roles. A distribution of the
population in these institutions, as at 31 December
2000, isat Appendix I11.
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During the course of the year, there were three
successful escapes involving three persons, one
abscond case, three suicide cases and 50 cases of
serious fights or prisoner unrest, against four foiled
attempts to escape, 15 unsuccessful suicide bids and
7 219 cases of disciplinary action against wayward
prisoners. After each and every incident, a prompt
and thorough investigation was conducted with
corresponding remedial measures taken.

Apart from one major incident at the Hei Ling
Chau Addiction Treatment Centrein June, therelative
order and discipline in our penal institutions reflected
the effectiveness of our efforts despite the pressures
and tensions associated with the degree of
overcrowding being experienced.

On the evening of 4 June 2000, atrivia dispute
among inmates of the Hei Ling Chau Addiction
Treatment Centre escalated into a major disturbance
within a short span of time. At the peak of the
commotion, some 400 inmates were involved. Staff
were attacked, premisesransacked and set dight. Joint
action by the Correctional Services Department’s
Emergency Support Group and the Police Tactical Unit
commenced shortly after midnight when negotiations
with the rioters failed. Order over the island was
restored at 0110 hours, seven hours after the onset of
the disturbance.

During the incident, 33 inmates, including 13
Vietnamese inmates, 24 CSD officers and eight Police
officerssustained injuries. Following examination and
necessary medical treatment given on the spot, 13
Vietnamese inmates, nine local inmates, four CSD
officers and eight Police officers were
transferred to outside public hospitals
for further treatment. All were
discharged by 17 July 2000.
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The Commissioner, Mr Ng Ching-kwok
(centre), and Correctional Services
Officers' Association Junior Section
Chairman, Mr Wong Wai-hung, visit
Officer Wong Kin-cheung, who was
injured and admitted to hospital during
the Hei Ling Chau Addiction Treatment
Centre disturbance on June 4



KERABTENRE - AZBHCETREREZAEN
Hek o AR o

JHAE S

N BRI B BAE B LA 10 484N 5 R
BEEHEIAIE 5533 A o

SEERTE 21 UL BRI AL — KRN - GOk
TER AT > 0K AR 2 B & sl )
MIBBAA > AP E SR EABIBERT - Z B i
RUERS > IR R - JUERE - f - B
ALEM N B MR B EER R - FILEMAIL
F o WRRBAL ~ BALANE D EILE BRI -

A B BT FA LA AR B AL
w5 BE e B B
7 B A A T
FEEERR
Ak B K
MR AL

H B i By e i

BB U
[ R 0N

BIHFIBLAFEZR AR BTN R EREA R FE

Newly sentenced persons complete admission
procedures at the Reception Office of the Lai Chi Kok
Reception Centre

A number of major officefacilities, dormitories,
workshops and stores of the centre were seriously
vandalised and damaged. The cost of re-ingtating these
facilities and the replacement of broken equipment is
estimated to be around $12 million, inclusive of $7.3
million of builders’ work, $3 million of electrical work
and $1.4 million of office equipment, fixtures and
furniture.

The incident resulted in 54 inmates charged
with avariety of offencesranging from rioting, arson
to serious assaults and criminal damage. The magjority
are awaiting trial with asmall number having pleaded
guilty and sentenced. Recommendations by the Board
of Enquiry are now being followed through and good

progress has been made.
Adult Male Prisoners

In 2000, 10 484 adult males were sentenced to
imprisonment and 5 533 remanded in custody.

Male adults aged 21 and above on being
sentenced to imprisonment, are first sent to the Lai
Chi Kok Reception Centre to undergo an assessment
by a Classification Board to decide upon their security
rating for assignment to an appropriateingtitution. The
Board gives due consideration to all factorsincluding
the prisoners’ background, the nature of their offence,
the terms and length of their sentences, the risk they
pose to the community and whether or not they are
first offenders. Recidivists are separated from first
offenders, female from male, and adult from young
inmates.

The following institutions accommodate adult
male prisoners:

Maximum Security

Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre
Shek Pik Prison

Stanley Prison

Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre

Medium Security
Hei Ling Chau Correctional Institution
Ma Po Ping Prison
Tong Fuk Centre
Victoria Prison

Correctional Services Department
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Pak Sha Wan Correctional Institution

Minimum Security

Tung Tau Correctional Institution
Pik Uk Prison

MaHang Prison

Tai Lam Correctional Institution
Lo Wu Correctional Institution

The Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre provides
accommodation mainly for male remands and
prisoners awaiting court hearings or classification.
Made civil debtors admitted into custody are also held
there. Prisoners serving long sentences, including life
imprisonment, are accommodated in the Stanley
Prison and the Shek Pik Prison. The criminaly insane
and those in need of psychiatric treatment are detained
inthe Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre. The VictoriaPrison
serves both as a prison and a detention centre for
various categories of inmates, including Mainland
illegal immigrants awaiting repatriation, persons
arrested for immigration related offences awaiting
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deportation, other nationals convicted of crimeswho
have served their sentences and are awaiting
deportation, and Vietnamese migrants awaiting
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repatriation. Elderly prisonersare housed in aspecia
section at the Ma Hang Prison.

Adult Female Prisoners

In 2000, 4 154 female adults were sentenced
to imprisonment and 1 316 remanded in custody.

The Tai Lam Centre for Women provides
accommodation for female adults. It also holds a
remand section and a small unit for prisoners serving
longer than 12 years imprisonment who present ahigh
security risk. The majority of the prisoners are
deployed to work in laundry and other light industrial
tasks such astailoring, garment making and domestic
services or gardening.
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Inmates at work in the
garment workshop of Tai
Lam Centre for Women

Correctional Services Department

11



12

2R B b LB B o LA AR 3y
BRI AR AF 2 A

AR

N BRI EE BRI R JE 21 B AR S B A 498
A > =B HIA 636 A o

BRI LRI T R Y B R A ~ B
BB AT > DAROR R 5520 D —
AL o ZERTRERSDLT > 0P 14 2 17 BN A ARAE
WG 18 2 20 AL BAINEE > DIFF &
(B BIRT L EfF RE LA HIZOK -

The Chi Ma Wan Correctional Institution, a
medium security institution, provides accommodation
for adult female prisoners of alower security risk.

Young Male Prisoners

In 2000, 498 young men under the age of 21
were sentenced to imprisonment and 636 were
remanded in custody.

Accommodation is provided for these prisoners
at the Pik Uk Correctional Institution in Sai Kung,
theLa Sun Correctional Ingtitution on Hei Ling Chau,
and a section of the Sha Tsui Detention Centre on
Lantau Island. In accordance with the United Nations
Convention on the Prevention of Child Abuse, young
prisoners aged 14 to 17 are, as far as practicable,
accommodated separately from their counterparts aged
18 to 21 at night locations.
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Young Female Prisoners

In 2000, atotal of 610 young women under the
age of 21 were sentenced to imprisonment and 302
remanded in custody.

The Tai Tam Gap Correctional Institution
accommodates young femal e prisoners and remands.
It also serves as areception centre for female inmates
awaiting pre-sentence assessment.
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General Treatment in Prisons

On admission, all convicted prisoners attend a
Classification and Categorisation Board which
determines the type of institution to which they will
be assigned, and undergo a thorough medical
examination including an X-ray. They then participate
in ashort induction course and receive instruction on
routines, rules and regulations, rights, privileges and
welfare assistance.

Prisoners certified fit by the Medical Officer
are required to work. For those detained in either
maximum or medium security prisons, they are
engaged in awide range of industrial activitiesinside
workshops, including carpentry, metalwork,
fibreglass, garment making and government-run
laundries. Prisonersin minimum security prisonsare
employed either in indoor workshops or outdoor
community projects. Those requiring psychiatric
treatment or other special care are separately
accommodated. They are assigned light industrial
tasks and gardening work.

Young prisoners undergo a comprehensive
correctional programme during their sentence. This
includes vocational training in different trades,
educational classes of different levels, counselling,

Correctional Services Department
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group activities, recreation and physical education.
Education for adult offendersis entirely voluntary.

The Prisoners’ Education Trust Fund, which
came into operation on 1 December 1995 with an
initial donation of $1.31 million from outside
organisations, continued to provide financial
assistance to needy prisoners on worthy educational
pursuits.

Prisoners may see the Superintendent and other
senior officers on request during their regular prison
inspections. They can also see visiting Justices of the
Peace if they wish to make a request or complaint.
Notices in Chinese, English and Viethamese are
prominently displayed at the institutions advising
prisoners of these rights. Rights and privileges are
explained to all prisoners verbally and through an
information booklet issued to each and everyone on
admission. Eligible prisoners are also informed of
the provisions of the Prisoners (Release Under
Supervision) Ordinance (Cap. 325).

The Post-Release Supervision of Prisoners
Ordinance (Cap. 475), which came into operation on
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30 November 1996, aims to render supervision and
assistance to eligible adult prisoners on discharge and
re-integration into the society.

The Long-term Prison Sentences Review
Ordinance (Cap. 524) was enacted in June 1997. It
provides for the establishment of a statutory Long-
term Prison Sentences Review Board with enhanced
procedures for the review of long-term prison
sentences, in place of the former non-statutory review
board.

The Transfer of Sentenced Persons Ordinance
(Cap. 513) came into operation in June 1997. It
provides the legidlative framework for implementing
arrangements for the transfer of prisoners with
overseas jurisdictions after Hong Kong reverted to
Chinese sovereignty.

Training and Detention Centre Referrals

Young persons aged under 21 convicted of
offences punishable by imprisonment may be
remanded in custody for a period not exceeding three
weeks, pending a report on their suitability for
admission to atraining centre or detention centre. For

the latter, young adults aged between

'8 21 and 24 may also be remanded for

the same purpose. A Selection Board
will make assessments on each case
which comes before it by drawing on
enquiries conducted by professional
pre-sentence assessment officers into
the family background, education,
2 employment, peer association, triad
affiliation and criminal involvement as
well as reports on the mental and
physical conditions of the offender. A
comprehensive report, together with

12

2 appropriate recommendations, will then
49 be forwarded to the courts concerned.

In 2000, a total of 1 886

4 offenderswere remanded for suitability

reports, of which 1 577 cases were

6 found suitable for admission to training

or detention centres by the Selection
Board. Thedistribution of the eventua
court sentences is shown in the table
on the left.

Correctional Services Department
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Training Centres

In 2000, 234 boys and 18 girls were admitted
to detention in training centres. In addition, 114 boys
and 14 girls were recalled for further training for
breach of supervision conditions.
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During the year, 64% of the male offenders and
92% of the female offenders who were discharged
from training centres completed the three-year
aftercare supervision without reconviction.

Training centres provide correctional training
for young offenders sentenced under the Training
Centres Ordinance (Cap. 280). The period of training
is indeterminate, ranging from a minimum of six
months to a maximum of three years. It depends on
the offender’ s response to training, motivation to lead
alaw-abiding life upon release and progress in the
three different grades from beginner, intermediate to
advanced grade. A Board of Review assesses the
progress of each inmate at least once a month. Each
inmate attends the Board, where information on
strengths and weaknesses is given. The Board may
approve promotions of grades and rel eases.

All inmates undergo half-day educational and
half-day vocational training. Theinmatesare assigned
to classes in accordance with their previous
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educational attainment and are
taught by qualified teachers.
Classes range from primary to
secondary levels. Vocational
training is designed to develop
good work habits and skills, which
would help the inmates obtain
employment after release. For
those who wish to continue their
vocational training after release,
the Department would help seek
placements with the Construction
Industry Training Authority and
the Vocational Training Council.

Recreational and physical
activities are held in the evening and on Sundays and
public holidays. Regular outdoor activities such as
ball games and athletics are conducted by qualified
instructors. Indoor activities include hobby classes,
music, Putonghua, art design, drawing, painting, chess
and reading.

To provide additional educational and training
opportunities for inmates of the advanced grade and
to assst their future re-integration into the community,
visits to youth centres, large factories, sports centres
and country parks are frequently arranged on Sundays
and public holidays.

To build up inmates’ character and better
develop their personality, scouting and guiding
activities are incorporated as part of the curriculum.
During the year, the 221% Scout Group of Hong Kong
Island at the Cape Collinson Correctional Institution
and the Lai King Training Centre performed 44
community service projects, whilst the 141% |sland
Ranger Guide Service Unit at the Tai Tam Gap
Correctional Institution completed seven such
projects.

The Hong Kong Award for Young People,
operated through the Department, provides another
avenue for inmates’ character development. At the
end of the year, 182 inmates were participating in the
scheme and spending their leisure time on activities
such ascommunity service, expeditions, skill-learning
and physical recreation. In an effort to help inmates
develop self-confidence, a greater sense of
responsibility and good team spirit, five Outward

Correctional Services Department
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Members of the 2215t Scout Group of Hong Kong
Island perform community service by doing haircuts
for the elderly
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The pipers of the Cape Collinson Correctional
Institution hone their musical talents

Correctional Services Department

Bound courses were
organised for 40 male and
nine female inmates in 2000.

The Cape Collinson
Marching Band gave 25
public performances at
various community functions.
The Tai Tam Girls Pipers and
Marching Team also gave 40
public performances during
theyear. The Jazz Bandinthe
Cape Collinson Correctional
Institution and the Percussion
Band in the Tai Tam Gap
Correctional Institution gave
eight and one public
performances respectively in 2000, which were all
well received.

The Scout Lion Dance Team of the Lai King
Training Centre was formed in late 1986 following
the introduction of scouting activities to the training
centres as part of the character development
programme. The programme has since been extended
to include a Dragon Dance Team. During the year,
the Lion Dance and Dragon Dance teams gave 22
public performances.

Apart from normal visits, inmates’ parents
and relatives are invited to observe the institutional
activities. They are also encouraged to
participate in group discussions between the
staff and other relativeswith aview to assisting
the rehabilitation of young inmates. The
Commissioner may aso grant up to five days
leave of absence to training centre inmatesto
enable them to participate in rehabilitative
programmes and activities organised outside
the centre with aview to assisting them to re-
integrate into the community and preparing
them for release. In 2000, a total of 2 157
leave passes were approved and all inmates
returned as required.

Detention Centre

Detention centre training is designed to
instil into the young male detainees a healthy respect
for the law, to create self-respect and an awareness of
neglected capabilitiesin legitimate pursuits aswell as
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an ability to live with other peoplein harmony. This
programme is administered at the Sha Tsui Detention
Centre. This minimum security institution on Lantau
Island has two sections for inmates undergoing the
detention centre programme: one for young offenders
aged between 14 and 20 and the other for young adults
aged between 21 and 24.

Young offenders are detained for a minimum
of one month to amaximum of six months, and young
adults for aminimum of three months to a maximum
of 12 months. During the year, the average length of
detention for young offenders was four months and
23 dayswhilst that for young adults was seven months
and seven days.
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Foot drill training helps inmates at the Sha Tsui
Detention Centre heighten their sense of discipline

A progressive system similar to that operates
in training centres is adopted. A Board of Review
assesses the progress, attitude, effort and response of
each detainee at least once a month and determines
their release. A detainee must secure suitable
employment or aplace in aschool beforerelease. In
cases of difficulty, the Department will provide
assistance.

During 2000, 201 young offenders completed
the statutory supervision period and 195 were not
reconvicted during the period, a success rate of 97%.
Of the 41 young adults who compl eted the 12-month
statutory supervision period, all were not reconvicted
during the period, a success rate of 100%.
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Drug Addiction Treatment Centres

The Drug Addiction Treatment Centres
Ordinance (Cap. 244) provides the courts with the
option to sentence a drug addict found guilty of an
offence punishable by imprisonment to detentionin a
drug addiction trestment centre.

TheHe Ling Chau Addiction Treatment Centre
provides accommodation for 964 male drug addicts.
Female drug addicts are accommodated at the Chi Ma
Wan Drug Addiction Treatment Centre. Adult and
young inmates are separately accommodated in both
male and female centres.

The aims of the compulsory drug treatment
programme are -

detoxification and restoration of physical

hedlth;

up-rooting of psychological and emotional

dependence on drugs; and

preparation for theinmates' re-integration

into society.

The period of treatment ranges from aminimum

of two to amaximum of 12 months. The actual length
of treatment is determined by the inmate’s health and

progress and the likelihood of being able to remain
free from drug addiction after release.
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Admission of Drug Addiction Treatment Centre Inmates
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Thework programmein atreatment centreaims
at improving the inmate’s health, devel oping good
work habits and establishing self-confidence and a
sense of responsibility. Inmates are assigned work
commensurate with their capabilities, skills and
fitness. Those who are medically unfit for afull work
programme will attend special occupational therapy
classes instead.

Male inmates are engaged in carpentry,
metalwork, tailoring, laundry service, as well as
outdoor work such as gardening, construction and
maintenance projects. Female inmates are employed
in gardening, tailoring, laundry service and various
domestic services.

Inmates are assisted to gain better insight into
their drug addiction problems through individual and
group counselling sessions. A specially designed
Relapse Prevention Programme is also available to
prepare inmates psychologically prior to their rel ease.

Inmates released from addiction treatment
centres are subject to 12 months' supervision. This
aimsto assist the released inmatesto re-integrate into
the community. During the supervision period, the
supervisee can be recalled for a further period of
detention if any of the supervision conditions are
breached. Recalled inmates are placed under a
programme specially designed for them. They are
given counselling concentrating on the factorsleading
to their recall and strengthening their motivation
towards drug abstinence. They may be detained until
the expiry of 12 months from the date of the detention
order or four months from the date of arrest under the
recall order, whichever isthe later.

In 2000, atotal of 3 047 persons were admitted
on remand for assessment on their suitability for
placement in atreatment centre. The actual number
of admissionsfor treatment was 1 414, which included
1227 maesand 187 females. Asshown in Appendix
V1, the number of admissions for treatment has been
on adownward trend since 1997 after reaching a peak
in 1996. The admission trend will continue to be
closely monitored by the Department.

Vietnamese I llegal Immigrants

With the closure of the High Island Detention
Centrein 1998, al Vietnamese detainees are detained
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A departmental nursing staff measures an inmate’s
blood pressure
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in the Victoria Prison pending repatriation.
Meanwhile, the Green Island Reception
Centre continued to function as a reception
centre for new arrivals. In 2000, atotal of
332 Vietnamese illegal immigrants (V1Is)
were received, compared with 683 in 1999.
During the same period, a total of 567
detainees returned to Vietnam under the
Orderly Repatriation Programme. These
contributed to an 89% drop in the total
population of Vietnamese detainees from 147
to 16 in the year.

Medical and Health Services

The Department provides
comprehensive medical and health services for the
inmates as well as the staff and their families. All
institutions have either hospitals or sick bays served
by medical officers seconded from the Department of
Health, well supported by qualified departmental
nursing personnel.

Psychiatrists from the Hospital Authority
regularly visit the Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre to
provide consultations to patients and prepare
psychiatric reports on individual s as required.

Comprehensive dental treatment, including the
provision of dentures, simplefillings and extractions,
isavailable to theinmatesif required.

Ante-natal and post-natal care is provided in
ingtitutionsfor women. Babiesarenormally delivered
in public hospitals.

Facilities and qualified personnel are available
for medical emergencies. All personsin custody with
medical complaints requiring in-patient care are
usualy hospitalised within theingtitutions. Aninmate
suffering from drug withdrawal symptoms may be
treated as an in-patient or an out-patient depending
on the severity of the symptoms. Cases requiring
intensive medical care or surgical operations are
transferred to public hospitals.

For security reasons, prisoners requiring
treatment in a hospital are located in the custodial
wards in the Queen Mary Hospital and the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital unless their medical conditions
require alternative arrangements.
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An inmate prepares food under supervision
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Special arrangements are
made to assist handicapped
prisonersto adapt to theingtitutional
environment. Particular attentionis
given to those who are blind, deaf,
mute, amputees and those who are
suffering from paralysis or other
serious disabilities. The medical
officer, nursing staff, clinical
psychologist, welfare officer and
other staff assist in meeting the
special needs of these prisoners
during their imprisonment, and in
! preparing them for discharge.

j Inlinewith the Government’s

anti-smoking policy, publicity and
counselling on the hazards of smoking continueto be
emphasised in the institutions.

The Department is attentive to the specia needs
of prisoners who have been reported or tested HIV
positive. Continuous education is given to both staff
and inmates on AIDS and its prevention. Particular
attention is given to drug addicts who, before
incarceration, are likely to have shared needles in
taking drugs intravenoudly.

Medical officers and senior hospital staff
frequently inspect institutions to ensure that a high
standard of hygiene and cleanliness is always
maintained.

Diets for prisoners follow the approved scales
prepared by dietitians which ensure sufficient calories
and nutritional value. Adjustments would also be
made to take care of the special needs of particular
prisoners on medical grounds or for religious reasons.

The general health of prisoners has been
satisfactory throughout the year with no epidemic
reported.

Statistical Summaries

Statistical summaries of the population in
institutions, admission by category of remands/
prisoners and inmates, admission by sex and type of
offence, admission by sex, type of correctional
programme and age group upon conviction, and average
daily population by type of person under custody and
sex are given at Appendices I11-VII.

Correctional Services Department

23



