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June 30 this year marks the fifth anniversary of the promulgation and
implementation of the Hong Kong National Security Law. In an earlier media
interview, the Commissioner of Correctional Services, Mr Wong Kwok-hing,
stated that the Correctional Services Department (CSD), as the last element
in the criminal justice system, has always been shouldering the mission of
safeguarding national security and maintaining social stability. He pointed
out that over the past five years, the CSD has diligently fulfilled its multiple
roles as a guardian of society, a rehabilitation facilitator, and a promoter of
education, with a view to continuously enhancing its efforts in penal
management, rehabilitation, and community education to fully safeguard
national security.

For penal management, over the past five years, a significant number of
people involved in the black-clad violence and those having contravened the
Hong Kong National Security Law/ Safeguarding National Security
Ordinance have been admitted into correctional institutions. Mr Wong
emphasised that the CSD adheres to the principle that “laws are observed,
strictly enforced and lawbreakers are held accountable”. The key operational
strategy of “prevention, divide and rule” has been adopted to prevent prisons
from being turned into bases for subversion against China and Hong Kong.
The work in this regard includes strengthening intelligence collection and
appropriately assigning persons in custody (PICs) to different correctional
institutions to prevent them from building up and recruiting forces. In
addition, the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance officially came into
effect upon gazettal last year, the provisions stipulate that if a PIC is serving
a sentence for a conviction of an offence endangering national security, the
PIC must not be granted remission or his case must not be referred to the
relevant board for consideration of early release or sentence review, unless
the Commissioner is satisfied that the grant of remission or the early release
of the PIC will not be contrary to the interests of national security. The CSD
will act in accordance with law, conduct a comprehensive assessment, and
handle each and every case with fairness and impartiality.
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In terms of rehabilitation, Mr Wong highlighted the programme “Project
PATH” launched since 2021, which is tailored to the specific needs of PICs
with radical thoughts. Under the programme, various activities are organised
to assist PICs in achieving three goals: *understanding Chinese history and
strengthening national education”, “psychological reconstruction and
re-establishment of values” and “life planning and rebuilding of family
relationships”. Convicted PICs’ voluntary participation in “Project PATH” has
surged from 63% initially to 99% currently.

Additionally, some PICs are subject to statutory supervision after release
and become supervisees. The Department arranges for supervising officers
to provide appropriate support to supervisees, including counselling,
assistance with further education and collaboration with other organisations
to ensure comprehensive employment opportunities. Since last year, to
prevent supervisees from fleeing overseas and committing acts that
endanger national security, they have been required to obtain CSD’s
approval before leaving Hong Kong. After the CSD introduced the
programme “Project PATH", the recidivism rates among those released
persons involved in national security-related offences who participated in the
programme remained low at 0.7%, only two of them reoffended and were
readmitted within two years after discharge, with their offences unrelated to
national security.

On community education, Mr Wong said that the CSD has been actively
enhancing the youth’s understanding of national security, their patriotic
education and sense of national identity through a series of community
education activities under the Rehabilitation Pioneer Project. These include
deploying the “Rehabilitation Express” promotion vehicle to visit primary
schools across Hong Kong and leading the CSD’s youth uniformed group,
the Rehabilitation Pioneer Leaders, to participate in exchanges in mainland
China. Recently, in collaboration with Sik Sik Yuen, the CSD has launched a
series of animations on national security and moral education, as well as
national security education microfiims based on real cases for public viewing,
with a view to promoting national security and moral education among the
public. Since the promulgation and implementation of the Hong Kong National
Security Law, the CSD has introduced new initiatives in its three key areas of
work, i.e. penal management, rehabilitation and community education to
steadfastly safeguard and promote national security.




	CSD_436_1__1
	CSD_436_2-01
	CSD_436_3_-01
	CSD_436_4_-01
	CSD_436_5_-01
	CSD_436_6_-01
	CSD_436_7_-01
	CSD_436_8_9_-01
	CSD_436_10-01
	CSD_436_11_-01
	CSD_436_12-01
	CSD_436_13-01
	CSD_436_14-01
	CSD_436_15_-01
	CSD_436_16_

