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Playing an historic role
in the story of Hong Kong

Since the earliest days of modern Hong Kong, the prison service
has played a vital role at the core of society. Victoria Prison,
standing today amid the soaring skyscrapers of the city's
financial district, is a reminder of that historic chapter.

But times have changed dramatically since the days the prison
was described as a "filthy, disgusting place™ by an irate colonial
administrator. Some of the stone walls of Victoria Prison may
be more than 150 years old, but the Correctional Services
Department is today one of the most modern and progressive
penal services in Asia, if not the world. It is widely respected
within the profession as a service that protects the public, that
effectively guards those in its care and which stresses the
ultimate rehabilitation of offenders back within society.

Based on strong foundations of discipline, laws and regulations,
the penal system which serves the new Hong Kong looks
proudly to its past achievements. It looks forward with equal
pride to a future where highly educated recruits continually
elevate standards. Today, recruits at all levels know their career
prospects can follow many specialist paths. Diligence, honesty,
hard work and study are rewarded by promotion strictly on merit
and ability. That is one Department that has a proud image.

With 23 institutions staffed by more than 7,000 dedicated
professionals throughout the Special Administrative Region,
the Correctional Services Department is frequently held up as
amodel to the world.
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Recording a proud tradition of service

Authors Kevin Sinclair and Prudence Lui Lai-kuen spent many
months visiting every prison, training centre, drug addiction centre
and half-way house in Hong Kong. It was educational and in some
ways inspirational, they say.

"Few people in Hong Kong realise the
scope of the penal system,” contends
Sinclair, who has been a prominent
journalist in Hong Kong for more than
30 years. "Prison officers do a vital
job, but one which is seldom in the
public eye. | was impressed not only
by their dedication, but by the enormous and genuine efforts they
put into rehabilitation. “There is alot of justifiable pride in their work"

Sinclair, who has written a dozen books with Hong Kong or Chinese
backgrounds, is a columnist of the South China Morning Post.

Lui, a graduate in hotel management from the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, is a well-known journalist, specialising in the hospitality
industry. She is deputy editor of A8I4N HOTELIER, the largest trade
newspaper in its field. "l learned a lot working on this book," she
says. "Everyone in Hong Kong can be proud of the way our prison
system is run.”

Chan Yuen-man has been taking photographs of Hong Kong affairs
for more than 40 years. Now retired after a career as a senior news
cameraman on the South China Morning Post, Chan keeps active
walking in the New Territories.
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1950s, Chi Ma Wan prisoners clear a new prison site AR 4% » FHILERE 2 FREERINE FRRE » DLERFER-



Staffat Victoria Prison, 1880 — /\/\EEEEERIEBR T A 8 518

Foot drill training outside Staff Training School at Stanley, 1964 —JUATHEE » FFHEH S 3 AIZETE B AT 00014 -



This book does not intend to be a definitive, academic history of
the Prisons Service and the Correctional Services Department in
Hong Kong. Such an ambitious project would require years of
research and writing. This book is meant as a reliable, informative
story about the penal system in Hong Kong, how it grew from a
typically grim colonial lock-up into a professional body that

commands international respect.

Under skilled leadership and with staff motvared to reform, not
simply restrain prisoners and inmares, the modern C8D s a proud
part of the Hong Kong civil service. All efforts have been made o

SMSUTE ACCUrac.

Kevin Sinclair, Prudence Lui Lai-kuen
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Chevalier, an active member of the Hong Kong family

The Chevalier Group of Companies plays a key role in the Hong Kong community. t
shoulders responsibifity to help charitable drives in many fields, often in conjunction
with the Community Chest. Since 1993, for instance, Chevalier has been sponsoring
a major charity fund-raising walk by the Civil Service. In March 1998, it played a key
role in historic charity walks to the new airport at Chek Lap Kok, which saw many
thousands of people striding out to raise money for the unfortunate in our 5ociety!n
May, Chevalier also sponsored the Route 3 Walk for Millions. There have bee, nila
marches for charity organised by the Community Chest with the enthusiastic Izackmg
of Chevaller.

cover trading, investment and development, in Hcmg Kbng and“abmmd With 4, 5'9@
staff in 200 offices in 11 nations on twa' mﬂﬁn&m Chemﬁer hasa bmad and. Sﬁﬂnd
base for future growth.

The company is active in many fields that have directly helped Hong i@ng to grow;
from installing lifts and escalators, dealing in curtain mﬂ!ﬂg-andawmhfum windows,
computers and telecommunications, estate management and develcping real estate.
The Group is active in civil, electrical, environmental and mechanical ée;:frgfnaering
projects. Chevalier touches the life of the comumty in many ways. It is an active
part of the Hong Kong family.

The Commissioner and staff of the Correctional Services Department wish to express
their thanks to Dr Chow Yei Ching and the Chevalier Group of Companies for the
invaluable assistance that made this book possible

I CHEVALIER =

- - !

J— 0 = JKme

FRETHES o

New Airport Tour for Milfions

CHEVALIER, GROTU

l -—r
BRSEESEEHENETEER

HigEmiEFdl 2EEETR0me SRRARESHE H
BHHEBNESTEAER-HA S - A =FiE - E8nk
B AHEBRBERSATED R — W NF= AER S
AR AR S B 4T oA R B R - BB ST b [ 0
P Bt P anEBHENB4 R B A H LIRSS T A
SAEHER M= RRER N T B — R A B R e H - — Ei
G BN SREIR O W 2 ETE e

H WS — R AT IR
|| R R ESK DBERS K

T IS H 2 5T AL BE B 4 3 - 2 [
fEFBFRAEETE LA w)
SERFHE [l RA A B 5 S A TR
Ji - 36 B = T B e ) S R
KM mft—RER BT AR
ERTRAA RARBERERET
iz MR E py it

WS R S or LK AR R B B R R AR
B R A R R U E R EEREERES

W Fie @ BRI A R IR T 1 (B (e T AV AE TR
ReH S MS R RS IR FH i B TSR E S
i S H A TR R AR

ASEAS LA R SR A AR B L L SR 5 B s
BHBRREEEETTLENEREN S

@ aﬁuuauu
bt g Wy e




orewolrad

The history of the penal system of Hong Kong is probably as old as U BB R 0 JRE R o Al R R R T 2 R A
the city itself. It is appropriate at this time of our growth — IR - BB RE—E
that the events and evolution of the Correctional T+ %4 0 W AR
Services Department are chronicled in this splendid R-AEMAFRERERSL
publication. Bz R FEERE > 0
RIEEH -

This book is written by well-known journalist, Kevin
Sinclair, with writer, Prudence Lui Lai-kuen. It traces,
in detail, the very beginnings of the penal system,
surveys current practices and gives readers an idea of
the future developments of Hong Kong corrections.
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The purpose of the book is to set out the chronology
of the Department’s history of more than 150 years.

HREBTHAERAR
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It is a good reference publication for those who now
serve the Department, and for the future generation
who will undoubtedly take up the mantle of pride and

professionalism that we have to strive to achieve over MB%E 3 EREBFRARE

the years; and of course it will be useful to other readers who are PO 38 58 Ak e ) B O A - B —E
interested in criminology and the justice system in Hong Kong. e

2% E{H - RS vy



10.

11,

12.

13,

14

15

16,

17.

Gontents

In Gratitude

B

# &

Foreword

#oE

Contents

B 4

Achieving a dream

— i 518 W H B 7
"A filthy, disgusting place"

— {5 8 A A AW O Z B &
The British roots

R AR S I R JEE 1
Striving to cope

A IR IR ARG R B R R 13
Fighting for space

FE KM £ 17
The system of harshness

i w oy S 21
Into the penal system

o3 i g AR 25
Living by the rules

B S 0 AR B S z7
Rebuilding the service
HEEBURE 37
Era of the hangman

B AN 35
Upheaval: the 1973 riots

— A=A AR AL 37
Handling a refugee influx

JE fof 8 7 3 0 47
The great transformation

B o B 49
Indians - a lasting contribution

FEE B T R 53
Where patience is needed

R Sl o i 55
Striving for professionalism
HAOBmEZEA 59
The Prisons

B R 65

18.

19,

20,

21.

22.

23.

24,

28,

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31.

32.

A career built on pride

51 A H 3¢ M 2%

Young offenders

ERIEA R R

The specialists

HEARER G 1F

Narcotics - A war without end

RARBHRF

Education

FEA=E

Emergency Support Group is
ultimate deterrent

IoF 200 0% i % B 7 5 e A

A time to play

fif 4 B

Planning for the future

o B R 2R B B

A helping hand for a second
chance

BB R

Work behind bars

A 1) 25

Shining a ray of light

i3 ey

Women behind bars

BB 7

Transport - Mobile cellblocks

i —E N

Staying healthy

e E

Into the 21st century

BE

Heads of Department

BEBREFF R

75

g

¢35

{105

109

75

7

igs

izs

55

43

147

155

59

165

Location of Headquarters and

Institutions, 1999
— A E R A
SHRBEER
Acknowledgement
EX RS
Record of services

IR 4 4t



