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The Incorporated Trustees of
the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong

The Incorporated Trustees of the Islamic Community Fund of Hong Kong
would like to extend the Muslim Community's sincere gratitude to the
Correctional Services Department (CSD) for its commendable efforts in
facilitating the provision of prayer facilities, halal food and accommodating
the needs of Muslim PICs.

We have received numerous positive feedback from Muslim PICs
regarding the establishment of halal food and Muslim-friendly conditions
within the prison facilities. These provisions have enabled the Muslim
PICs to engage in their religious practices, observe fasting during the
Holy Month of Ramadan, and maintain their physical well-being through
participation in sports activities. The CSD's commitment to extending these
facilities to Muslim PICs and appointing a Muslim coordinator for enhanced
communication is highly appreciated.
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Lo Wu Correctional Institution

Learning through the storm A child of God

My world was turned upside down when | faced over a decade of imprisonment. Learning
and studying have become my map, and the support of correctional services staff has been
my compass, guiding me on the journey to rehabilitation.

The most difficult period of my life was being imprisoned in Hong Kong due to a bad choice.
Worse still, | was a non-English speaker, which made communication incredibly difficult.
Fortunately, there were always patient people willing to spend time and effort o help me,
especially the staff of the Rehabilitation Unit, who constantly encouraged me to learn and
study English. At first, | felt utterly hopeless. However, through gradual leaming, from single
words 1o sentences, progress was slowly seen. | eventually realized | enjoyed learning and with
the sense of accomplishment, the floodgates of learming were completely opened.

I came from a low-income family with uneducated parents. | grew up with the belief that
academic qualifications were not a priority, and that hard work was more valuable than a
piece of paper, a cerificate, or a degree. Life revolved around eaming money as early as
possible, so by eleven | had my first job and left school to work full-time by fifteen. It was only
after my imprisonment that | realized the importance of education; | had to challenge my
deeply ingrained belief that studying was a waste of time. | only had two choices: do nothing
or seize the opportunities at hand — so | chose to progress, learn, and become befter. The
inspiration and support from volunteers and fellow inmates were invaluable. The staff of the
Rehabilitation Unit not only encouraged me but also continued to support my learning journey
with course fees granted by the education frust fund. By giving me a new direction in my life, |
could see hope even in the midst of a difficult time.

Scholarly cultivation has led me to have a different perspective on life; and made me
understand the meaning of making a meaningful contribution to society. When | began
learning a language to help me communicate, it was positively impacted and generated
a renewed passion for learning. | am now fluent in two languages and have taken several
courses in business management. | completed university-level coursework, something | never
dared to dream of before.

Studies have accompanied me in my successful rehabilitation during my long imprisonment.
| have been able to focus my time on meaningful pursuits, avoiding wasting fime or
unnecessary worries. The psychology courses | completed has given me a means to
cope with various forms of behavior and adapt to different cultures. Whenever | encounter
difficulties, | remind myself of my ultimate goal, which empowers me to overcome challenges.

Developing a scholarly attitude has allowed me to look to the future with a healthier mindset
and prepare for reintegration into society. | firmly believe that studies have instilled dedication,
determination and discipline in me. Today, | am confident in facing frials and overcoming
them without resorting to destructive behavior or illegal acfivities. | am hopeful about the future

and possess the practical tools and knowledge to help me succeed and rein‘t;e:gr:qte g

society. il e
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~ Embark on a rehabilitation

~_journey through '
i gy | Lo Wu Correctional Institution
- scholarly cultivation a7 R e

i

i E%T:since we were bom, our jouney to scholarly leaming has begun, from our first breath to
chewing gummies, from stumbling steps to running races, and from mumbling speeches to
writing this treatise, the footprints of learning are everywhere in our growth. Scholarly culfivation
is embedded with the philosophy of mordlity, virtue, etiquette, and ethics, which guide us on
the path to our journey of rehabilitation. With regard to one of the greatest cosmologists —
Heraclitus: “Upon those who step into the same rivers, different and ever different waters flow
down.” Scholarly cultivation can lead to social reform, a natural consequence of learning.
Therefore, it is crucial for cultivating personal character and developing good behavior, such
as responsibility, self-discipline, honesty, punctuality, and more,

All of us make different decisions, mundane or not, as the clock ficks, whilst we are being drawn
into different paths in our lives. Lacking direction may occur when one has forgoften our initial
infent of good deeds, ultimately leading to a rather faulty result. Generally speaking, we have
all made mistakes under all sorts of circumstances, and from these unique experiences, we
can figure out the “right way” through scholastic learing. This process of a reversed learning
path can bring us back on the right track, inspiring us to seize a second chance of beginning
a new life, one that is even more promising, with merits.

In the event of us once lacking the chance to be nurtured, nonetheless, fo blend in with
rational knowledge, it may lead to misguided behaviour. The causes of this deviation may
stem from family backgrounds, social influences, community environment, and other factors
that fundamentally impact personal growth. During this period of contemplation, scholarly
cultivation offers an opportunity for positive improvement, which happens to make up for the
early shortage that we never had the chance to explore and gain from, while enhancing our
rehabilitation pathway. Once scholarly knowledge is cultivated, not only can we be grooming
a confident self that we would all be proud of, but also benefit our social status, career
incentives, family, and relationships. And that is the turning point where everything begins
anew.

Scholarly cultivation, as a noble pursuit to inspire us, is filled with prosperity. Through centuries
of history, cultivation has remained the most important fundamental principle with its influence
extending far beyond a single person or affecting the fate of a dynasty. Considering such

! an event may generously shapen our aptitude and intelligence, delicately for us, thus, for the
greater good.

| hope this treatise can share my blessings, hopes, and respect to you.




Lo Wu Correctional Institution

Education is our bright future RAJA

| believe everyone harbors dreams, ambitions and goals. However, in our busy lives, these dreams
are easily forgotten. The redlity is that achieving these dreams often requires knowledge as a
foundation, and knowledge comes from education.

Learning has become part of my entire imprisonment; like any species, humanity has been
constantly learning since ancient tfimes. Knowledge is passed down through generations,
innovation emerges continuously, and is shared with future generations. My growth is closely
intertwined with history; this is my life.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Correctional Services Department (CSD) for
providing the resources and support for my studies. Many officers shared valuable insights and
perspectives with me, greatly enriching my learing experience. Furthermore, | am very grateful
to the officers of the Rehabilitation Unit for their encouragement and assistance and for arranging
for us to participate in a variety of courses and activities. Staff of the Psychological Services
Section sometimes conduct individualized interviews to address our emotional needs and provide
tfreatment for mental illnesses.

| have delighted in studying university-level courses from the first day of imprisonment, and | keep
learing every day. While education is a vital path forward, it is nof the only way to gain knowledge
and skills, Despite being imprisoned, learmning opportunities are everywhere as long as we are
willing to explore. Instead of wallowing in the pain of separationfrom loved ones, seize the learning
opportunities before you, embrace challenges, change your life, and prepare for a brighter future.

Perhaps some might ask, @nd indeed | have been asked many times, why do | persist in learmning in
prison? Many believe that those who have been imprisoned will not be accepted by society. For
some prisoners, imprisonment means lesing everything. But for me, with effort and perseverance,
dreams can be redlized. Hearing stories of prisoners who have found success in international
companies after their release always deeply inspire me. These individuals dedicated their fime to
reading educational materials, studying and engaging in meaningful conversations that expanded
their knowledge.

| have completed half of my imprisonment. | came with lots of mess, yet brimming with knowledge
and enlightenment when | was discharged from the institution. Despite falling into the abyss, being
hurt and bruised and being separated from my loved ones by life and death, | will never give up.
Perhaps one day, | will och@eve something eventually.

| have spent my imprisonment with all my might to avoid being disgraceful. | have reached one
of the peaks of my life. Failure stems from giving up, success from perseverance. Never give up
on your dreams. No one can say for sure whether you are the one who can make a profound
impact on humanity and the planet. Whether imprisoned, experiencing failure or hopelessness,
remember: as long as the game continues, the outcome is sfill uncertain. Keep striving for your
goal; persevere to the end. No one can predict what will happen if you keep persevering to the
‘end.

(=] | ;;ever stops teaching you, and you will continue to learn from life."

| Knowlé@ge is the greatest freasure of lives, so keep on acquiring knowledge in the pursuit of your
brighter future.
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